A STUDY OF I & II PETER

With 

JOE PHILLIPS

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST

WINTER QUARTER

09/29/13 – 12/29/13
Lesson 1



A Look At The Apostle Peter


07/02/03

As we consider the books of Peter we must take a moment to look at the author. Peter was perhaps the most colorful character of the New Testament, if not the entire bible. He was of humble circumstances with little or no formal education. (Acts 4:13) The many faces of Peter and his intimacy with Jesus (along with James and John) gave credence to the things that he spoke and evidence to the authority that he received from the Lord. (JP)
1. Can you list some characteristics of Peter’s life that are common to most of us today?

2. Where did Peter live?

3. Where did Peter first hear of Jesus? 
(Jn. 1:36)

4. Who brought him to Jesus and what were the circumstances? 
(Jn. 1:40)

5. What was his original name and how did he get the name Peter? 

(Jn. 1:42)

Selected with the original twelve, he is always named first. (Matt 10:4; Mk 3: 16; Lk 6: 14)                     

(Acts 1:13) This may be because he was selected first as indicated by Jesus’ words in Jn. 1: 42. Along with James and John, Peter shared an intimacy with the Lord that the other nine were not privileged. 

6. Can you name three events in the life of Jesus to which only Peter, James and John 

were witness? 

In the events prior to and in the garden Peter expresses a willingness to go to prison or to die for Jesus. (Lk 22; 33) He demonstrates this by striking the servant of the high priest. (Jn 18:10) (And I don’t think he was aiming for his ear) 

Peter then shows his weakness as a man by denying Jesus.

7. What had Jesus foretold concerning Peter and his stand?

Perhaps the most sobering passage in all scripture is found in (Lk 22: 61) “And the Lord turned and looked upon Peter.”
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8. What was Peter’s reaction to this look from Jesus?

9. Was Peter forgiven and restored to his place among the Apostles? 

10. Do you think Jesus had a hand in his recovery from this denial? 
(Lk 22:21)

So Peter regains his place with the Apostles and his intimacy with the Lord. When Jesus appears to the woman at the tomb following his resurrection, He instructs them to bear the news to Peter by name. (Mk 16:7) 

When Jesus appeared to the disciples just before he ascended back to the Farther, He led Peter to express his love for him three times. After each of Peter’s replies He admonishes him (Peter) to “feed my sheep”, an indication of the pivotal role that Peter would have in the preaching the gospel. (JP)

11.  What was Peter’s disposition after seeing the empty tomb? 
(Jn 20:1-10) (Jn 21:3)


12.  Do you think that Peter gave up fishing altogether? 
Why?

He was privileged to preach the gospel first on Pentecost (Acts 2:4) and to preach the gospel first to the gentiles (Acts 10:1-48) for which it is said that he had “opened the door of faith” to the gentiles. (Acts 14:27)

14. Is there any correlation to this and Peter being given the “keys of the kingdom”?


       (Matt 16:9) 
Explain your answer.

Although he was seized, beaten, imprisoned, and otherwise mistreated for his fidelity to the cause, he had been begotten again “unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Pet. 1:3). The greatest evidence of this “faith” is expressed when he with John was forbidden to speak the name of Jesus. To this he replied, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken to you rather than unto God, ye judge; for we cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard”. (Acts 4:13-20)

The prophecy concerning his death (Jn 21:18) implied a violent death. Tradition has it that he was crucified upside down. (JP)  

One final thought:  

There is no reliable evidence that Peter was, ever, in Rome.
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Introduction and Address


07/06/03

I. The Author:

   Having read the book of I Peter we should come to some insight about the context and why it was written. It is openly stated that Peter is the author of the book but as is the cases with many books of scripture there are those who question the authorship of Peter. They claim that the address (vs. 1-3) was added later to credit this writing to Peter.

   The genuineness of a book relates to the author as the source from which it comes. As is the case, with many books, authorship is of secondary importance at best because the book is judged by its context and not who wrote it. 

With reference to books of the Bible, however, the question of genuineness – authorship is exceedingly vital. In many instances the authority of the book is derived by its authorship and the reliability of the book is involved. In every case, the authorship is the essences of the trustworthiness and credibility of the book. 

The evidences within I Peter quickly and quietly put this dispute to rest. There are too many similarities between certain phrases in this letter and the sermons and incidents in Peter’s life for it to have come from anyone else. 

     Match the references of I Peter to other NT passages describing events in Peter’s life.

1.  I Peter 1:20




A.  John 21:15-17

2.  I Peter 4:5




B.  Matt 18:21-22

3.  I Peter 5:5




C.  Matt 27:11-15

4.  I Peter 5:8




D.  John 13:4-10

5.  I Peter 2:23




E.   Acts 2:23


6.  I Peter 5:2




F.  Acts 5:30; 10:39

7.  I Peter 2:25




G.  Acts 10:42

8.  I Peter 2:24




H.  Matt 5:25-Luke 18:3

9.  I Peter 4:8




I.   Mark 14:27

II. The time of Writing: 

    The time of writing is not precise and many questions have been raised about when the epistle was written. However, the many similarities between the Ephesians letter and I Peter would suggest that it was written after Paul wrote Ephesians at the end of his imprisonment in Rome AD63. There is little doubt that Peter was acquainted with Paul’s writings and that they were in circulation. Peter refers to Paul’s epistles in II Peter 3:15-16
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1.  Who was with Peter when he wrote the epistle? 
(I Pet. 5:13)

2.  Where was Mark at the writing of the Colossian letter? 
(Col. 4:10)

3. What was Mark preparing to do at this time?

4. When was the Colossian letter written?

5. Who returned to Rome with Timothy? 
(II Tim. 4:11)

6. From this excursive where would you place the time of writing?

III. The Place of Writing:

      Peter clearly extends his greeting from Babylon (I Pet.5: 13) however various writers and religions argue four places for the identity of Babylon, each, to fit their own agenda. Because of the claims of the religious world we need to establish where Peter was at the time of writing.

1. Can you give an argument for or against each of the following locations? 

A. Babylon of Egypt :

B. Babylon i.e. Jerusalem: 

C. Babylon i.e. Rome:

D. Babylon on Euphrates:

IV. Purpose and Characteristics of The Epistle

1.  Why was the Epistle written? 
(I Pet.1: 6) (I Pet. 5:12) 

15. What was the state of the church at this time? (I Pet. 4:12)

3.   What was the demeanor of Peter at the time of writing? 
(II Pet. 1: 4)

4. Was the epistle written to a specific church, as were Paul’s letters?

5. What does this say about its application to Christians today?
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Address and Salutation


I Peter 1: 1-12

Peter opens the epistle using the name that the Lord had given him when they first met by the Sea of Galilee. (Jn. 1: 42) Peter is the English translation of the Greek word “Petros” a rock or stone. Thayer defines it as a “detached but large fragment of rock”. It is not, however, the type rock upon which one would build a structure that was to last indefinitely as in (Matt. 7: 24)

1. Why do you think Jesus gave him this name?

2. Why is this not the rock upon which Jesus said, “I will build my church”?  (Matt. 16:18) 

3. How do these words differ? 
(Matt 7: 24-25; Lk. 6: 48)

4. What was required to be an apostle of Jesus Christ? 
(Acts 4: 20)

5. Does Peter (here or elsewhere) ever claim any superiority over the other apostles?

The letter was addressed to those called sojourners in a number of cities through out Asia Minor and it was obviously meant to be circulated through out the area. 

6. Who are the “sojourners of the dispersion”?  (I Peter 1:14; 2:10; 4:34)

7. Who made up the populous of the cities addressed?

Peter calls them elect according to the foreknowledge of God. The word ekleog (verb) is translated “choose” (Jn. 15: 16) “chose” (Eph. 1: 4) and “have chosen” (Jn. 13: 18) and the word prognosis (foreknowledge) as “previous determination or purpose”. It is the same word Peter uses in Acts 2: 23. 

8. Was this purpose or plan conditional of unconditional?

9. Can you give some reasons that would refute the unconditional claim?

10. Can you do so by this scripture?  (I Peter 1: 2)

11. Who were those “begotten again”?  What does it mean to “beget” someone?

12. How is this a, “living hope”? 
(Lk. 23: 21)  (Jn. 21:3)
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Peter’s words have an extended application and apply in a secondary sense to all who are born again. (Jn. 3: 3-5) The relationship of children implied by the “new birth” suggests an awaiting inheritance. As God’s children we are His heirs (Gal. 4: 26-27) and, as such, “joint heirs with Jesus Christ. (Rom. 8: 16-17) 

13. How does Peter describe this inheritance?

14. Where is this inheritance and how is it held?

15. What would be the duration of the “manifold trials”?

16. What analogy is made to the trials they were to suffer and why?

These saints who were scattered through out the provinces, here mentioned, had never seen Jesus as many of the early Christians before them. Peter acknowledges, however, that they loved Him nonetheless and that they had believed on Him even though they had not seen Him.

17. Can you think of a time when Jesus anticipated the faith of disciples like these?

18. Why is it unnecessary for us to have literally seen Him? 
(II Cor. 5: 14-17)

19.  What then is the end of faith?

20.  How is it accomplished? 

(Matt. 1: 21-23) 

21.  For what did the prophets search diligently? 
(Vs. 12)

22.  What did they find? 
(Vs. 12)

23. What do verses 10 and 11 tell you about the predetermined plan of God?

16. How was it finally reveled? 
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Soberness and Godliness


I PETER 1: 13-25


Wherefore, (i.e. therefore or because) you have been begotten again “unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ” and are “guarded by God’s power through faith unto salvation” Peter admonishes them to “gird up the loins of your mind.” 

1. What idea is conveyed by Peter in girding up ones mind? 

(Ex. 12:11)

2. What two exhortations are given in verse 13?  

3. When do you think this revelation of Jesus Christ will be?     

Grace the unmerited favor of God, exhibits its self in the manifold blessings which are available to those who seek to serve Him faithfully. The expression “to be brought unto you” is translated from an article and a participle (ten pheromenen) and is present tense. It indicates that the grace referred to is being brought now, in a present revelation of Jesus Christ. (Woods, comm. on I Peter) 
(see I Pet. 1:10)

4. What two characteristics of man are contrasts in verse 14?

5.    Do you think he is speaking to Jews or Gentiles?

(Acts 17: 30) (Rom. 1: 24-25)

17. What does it mean to be a “child of obedience”?  Consider these passages (Eph. 2:3; 5:8) (Lk. 16:8) (II Thes. 2:3) 

      (I Pet.2: 14)


In I Peter 1:1 these “sojourners” are referred to as “elect” and in verse 15 they are the “called” of God. If God calls us through the gospel (II Thes. 2: 14) and the gospel is for all men (Matt. 28: 18-20) (Mk.16: 15-16) then all who heed the gospel become, through obedience, “elect” of God.

7.    What is the design of our calling? 
Why? 
(See Lev. 11: 44-45;  9:2;  20:7;  20:26) 

8. Where did Peter get this idea?

9. What is the holiness spoken of here (to which we are called)? 

10. What other words are used to convey this idea?

 The word “be” is a verb and means, “to become”. It implies that one must become something new and shows that holiness is not a necessary consequence of obeying the gospel. It is, rather, a manner of life attained by positive renunciation of the world by the individual. “Sanctification is not some mysterious change in the soul brought about by an incomprehensible operation of the Holy Spirit, but a manner of life through Godly conduct.” (Woods, NT Comt. I Peter)

Consider this statement on sanctification from “Vines Exp. Dict. On NT Words”. SANCTIFICATION, SANCTIFY


“The Holy Spirit is the Agent in sanctification, Rom 15:16; 2 Thess 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2; cf. 1 Cor 6:11…. The sanctification of the Spirit is associated with the choice, or election, of God; it is a Divine act preceding the acceptance of the Gospel by the individual.”

(From Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Vines states that it is taken from “notes on Thess. by Hogg and Vines p.p. 115-271”. It is a commentary and certainly not a definition of the word Sanctification.

11.  What are the two characteristics of God’s judgment for us? 
(Acts 10: 34-35) (Rom. 2: 9-11)
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12.  How then are we to pass the time of our sojourning?

13.  What is the nature of this fear?

In verse 18 Peter tells us we are to be holy and to sojourn in fear (respect of God’s Word) because we have been “redeemed”, a word from the Greek word “lutros”, and is to set free by means of “paying a ransom.”  The word was commonly used in NT times in reference to freeing a slave by paying a sum of money.  Paul makes this plea on behalf of Onesimus agreeing to pay for him to be reinstated as a brother rather than a slave (Philamon 19).  Peter had heard this term from the Lord in Matt. 20:28 when Jesus said “He came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and give his life a ransom for many.”  It attests beyond controversy that Jesus suffered vicariously for us, that he died not for us but instead of us to become the satisfaction for our sins.

18.  What contrast does Peter make between the ransom price of a slave and the ransom for us?

19.  What is signified by “precious blood”?  (Rev. 18:12; 21:11)  (I Pet. 2:6)

20. What is signified by “a lamb without blemish or spot” (Lev. 4:32; 22?

17.   What contrast does the Hebrew writer make?    (Heb. 10:1-3)

18. What was the type of life from which they had been redeemed?

19. How does this apply to us today, or does it?

20. What time period is represented by “before the foundations of the world”?

21.  What is the “end of time” Peter speaks about?

22.  Where then is our “faith and hope”?

23.   How is this made possible?

 Peter states that they had “purified your souls”, indicating something that had happened in the past. “Hagnizo” to purify morally, to reform, is perfect tense indicating something they had already accomplished.  It is important to notice the extent of the human agent involved in the purification.  It is much like the statement of Peter in Acts 2:40, “Save yourself from this crooked generation”. It had been accomplished by obedience to the truth and the result was “unfeigned love of the brethren”.

24.    What is “unfeigned love”?   (Rom. 12:9-10)

25.    Had Peter ever been a part of the other kind of love?    If so, how?

26. How then are we to love one another?

27. What is the difference, if any, in “love” of the brethren and “love” from the heart fervently”?

28.  What are Peter’s reasons for such love?   (I Pet. 1:3)

29. What is the difference between “corruptible and incorruptible seed”?

30. What makes the incorruptible everlasting?

31. What had been preached unto them?

Lesson 5




Means of Growing



I Peter 2: 1-10


Peter begins chapter 2 with the word “therefore” and it points to the logical conclusions drawn from the matters discussed in chapter 1. It is saying that in view of the fact that you have been regenerated to a new life (begotten again) by the word of God (1: 23) one is to lay aside formal dispositions. This is particularly true because they are inconsistent with “fervent love of the brethren.” (1: 22) Paul gives a similar discussion in (Eph. 4: 22-32) that is worth reading for this study of I Peter.

1. What is the significance of  “putting away” of verse 1? 

2. What five (5) things are specified, by Peter, to be put away?

3. Can you give a good definition for each?

4. Do you think that these are separate entities or are the connected to each other?

5. To whom (according to chapter I) had these evils been directed in the past?

6. Why is it so critical that these evils not be a part of the Christian’s life?
(I Jn. 4: 20) 

Peter admonishes them as “new born babes” to long for “spiritual milk” which would bring about spiritual growth and that growth would bring about salvation. We often hear this scripture used in reference to new converts but seldom to growing but mature Christians. 

7. Do you think that all of Peter’s readers were new converts?

8.    Why do you think Peter used the term “newborn babes”? 
(I Pet. 1: 3; 23)

9. How were they/we to seek this “spiritual milk”?

10. Can you think of another word (from another translation) used for “spiritual milk”?

11. What is the source for Peter’s remarks in verse 3? 
(Ps. 34: 8)

12. What do you think he means by this statement?

From the metaphor of  “spiritual milk” Peter turns now to that of a building, particularly to the corner stone of that building. The word here translated stone is “lithos” and always refers to a hewn stone. “Petros”  (Peter) a fragment of a native rock is certainly not the foundation Peter is speaking about. The foundation described by “lithos” is a stone shaped and fitted for a special and specific purpose. Note how this word is used to describe the “stones” that make up the building. Paul makes a similar use of this in (I Cor. 3: 2 & 11)

13.   Who is spoken of as a “living stone”?

(Is. 28: 16)

14.  How then is He a “living stone”?

15.   Who rejected Him and why? 

(Ps 118: 22)
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21.   How then are they/we “living stones”?

22. What does this say about the nature of this building?

23. What right do we have to offer “spiritual sacrifices” to God?      What are these “spiritual sacrifices being offered?

24. How are they acceptable to Him?

Peter now uses as proof for his claim, a passage found in (Is 28: 16 and Ps. 118: 22), “because it is written in scripture.” The words translated “with God elect” means literally “by the side of God chosen.” (Jn. 1:1-2) It is further stated that with God this stone was “precious” but this is not in the same sense of (I Pet.1: 19) where Peter talks about the “precious blood” of Christ. It is far more than that. In the former the word precious is from “timios” meaning of intrinsic value, but here it is from “entimos” God’s recognition of that intrinsic value and because God knows the value He deems it “precious.”

The word “rejected” from “apodokimadzo” is to reject after trial and examination, as one would go through a bag of beans and throw out the bad ones. The Jews (first) did not see Jesus as their idea of the king they wanted and men today, even after examination, do not find Him to be someone worthy to be followed. This, however, makes no difference because God sees Him as precious and worthy of honor and glory and dominion forever. (Rev 5: 13)

25. What is the contrast shown in verses 7 and 8?

26. Who are the builders that rejected the stone of God?

27. What became of the rejected stone?

28. How did it effect those who were disobedient? 
(Is. 8: 14) (Rom. 9: 33)  Had Peter ever experienced this? (Matt 16: 23)

In verse 9 Peter once again calls upon the many metaphors of the old scripture to describe the effects of belief in Christ as seen by God. See (Is. 43: 20-21) (Ex. 19: 6) (Ex 19: 5) (Deut. 7: 6) (Mal. 3: 17) These chosen of God were broken off that the Gentiles might be grafted in. (Rom. 11: 15-24) and are now the true “Israel of God.” (Rom. 2: 28-29)

29. What four terms are used to describe believers in Jesus and where are they used to describe Israel?

30. What purpose do they/we serve as a “people for God’s own possession”?

I believe that the latter half of verse 9 is the essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the nature of the universal church and the purpose for which Jesus said, “I will build my church.” (Matt 16: 18) It refers to that predetermined counsel and foreknowledge of God to which Peter refers in (Acts 2: 23) and the plan conceived in the mind of God to show His Excellencies and the glory of Jesus the Christ. (Jn. 17: 20-24) So then, as believers and participants in that plan, we show forth the Excellencies of God. To believe on the Son of God is to show the Love, Greatness, Goodness, Mercy and Omnipotence (i.e. Excellencies) of one so kind as to form this plan of salvation for the world. So it is, that, every time a person (alien sinner) obeys the gospel of Jesus Christ and becomes one elected of God, that purpose is served.
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Conduct Before Unbelievers


I Peter 2: 11-17

At this point Peter begins a new section of the epistle. He returns here to that place where he addresses the “elect” as “sojourners of the dispersion”. Prior to this Peter has given emphasis to the manner of life they should lead characterized by their relationship to God.   He now exhorts them to walk worthy and Godly before unbelievers and persecutors.

1. What does it mean to “beseech” someone?

2. From what are they/we to abstain?

3. What are the “lusts of the flesh”?   (Gal. 5:19-21)

4. What is the source of these lusts?   (I John  2:16)

5. What is the end of those who practice them?   (I John 2:15)   (Gal. 5:21)

6. How can one overcome these “lusts of the flesh”?    (Gal. 5:16)

7. Why is it so important to keep a constant vigilance on these things?

8. What idea is conveyed by a “war” against the soul”?

There are two general exhortations in verses 11 and 12, one negative, and the other positive.  Through abstaining from fleshly lusts, they were to, by their godly conduct, silence the mouth of their accusers, and prompt them to glorify God.  This can only happen when one conducts one’s self in such a way as to be distinguished from the world.  It will not happen when we look and act like everyone around us.  This is precisely what John speaks of in I John 2:15-18.

9. What is seemly behavior?

10. Who are the “gentiles: referred to here?

11. What were they saying about the Christians?

The disciples at this period and up until the time of Constantine were subject to the most bitter persecution.  They were charged with “turning the world upside down” by acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar and by not bowing to the popular gods (idols) of the day.  On political issues they were charged with being enemies of the government (Acts 17:6-7), on religion, opposed to the prevailing idolatry (Acts 19:27-29), on business, of interfering with the making of idols (Acts 19:24-26).  Their enemies held them, responsible for all the national evils of the day.   Tertullian, a historian who lived between 160 AD and 240 AD, wrote, “If the Tiber rises to the walls of the city, if the Nile does not irrigate the fields, if an earthquake takes place, if famine or pestilence arises, they cry forthwith;  “Away with the Christians to the lions.”  (Woods Comm. I Peter)

12. What was to cause the unbeliever to be silenced and glorify God?

13. What is the day of visitation?  (See Luke 19:44)

Along with their chaste conduct, Peter now admonishes them to submit to civil rulers and for two reasons.  It was charged that they were disorderly in conduct, disregarded civil authorities and with “acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar”.  (Acts 17:7)      They could then by so doing, 1.  Refute the claims against them, and 2. Because it was the “will of God”.

Lesson 6 cont.

14. What were they to be subject to and why?

15. What purpose do governors/governments serve?

16. How would you compare the statement “for the Lord’s sake” with Rom. 13:6?

17. Why are governments allowed to exist anyway?  (Rom. 13:1)

18. What did Jesus say when Pilate said that he had the power to release or crucify him:  (John 19:11)

19. What purpose would their subjection to authority serve?

In verse 16 Peter refers to them as being “free” but warns them not to use this freedom as a cover-up for wickedness?

20. From what were they free?  (Gal. 5:1)

21. How did this differ from the Jews’ claim to freedom?

22. Why would Peter warn them about misusing this freedom?  (Rom. 5:13)

While they had the right to consider themselves as free men, having a right to liberty, they were nonetheless subject to the ordinances of God.  The Jews boasted much about their freedom and considered it a birthright privilege (John 8:33).  They never willingly acknowledged their subjection to any other power, although they were conquered by the Romans and paid tribute under compulsion.  It was a question much debated whether or not they should do so.  (Matt. 22:17)     Because of the influence of the Jews in this matter, it was necessary to instruct them, both Jew and Gentile alike, that as Christians, their subjection to the ordinance of government was according to God’s will?

Many people today for one reason or another  (i.e., the law is not fair; income tax is not legal; I just don’t like that law) tend to disobey the law of the land.  We, as Christians, however, are subject to those laws because we are “bondservants of God”.  As such, we are bound to keep the law of the land as long as they do not require us to disregard the other commands of God.  (Acts 4:19)

23. What are the four rules of conduct given in verse 17?

24. Can you describe the difference between the four?

Lesson 7


Duties of Servants to Masters



I Peter 2: 18-25

         The word servant, a familiar phrase in the scripture, is “doulis,” slave; however unlike the servant (doulis) and master (kurious) of Eph. 6:5, the words here are milder in form --“Olketes,” a domestic servant or household servant, and “despotais,” master or head of family.  They can well apply to those under bondage and to slave owners or to those who place themselves voluntarily (as Onesimus and Philamon) under service for gain to those to whom they are subjects.  It is in this sense that these instructions apply so much to us today.

         It is not an uncommon thing that many of those who responded to the gospel of Christ were those who were in servitude to others.  Upon hearing the gospel they had learned of their equality with all men before God and that in Jesus Christ all fleshly distinctions had been abolished.  (Gal. 3:28-29)    Nonetheless, they were still under bondage to men and thus under the restraints of the society of the times and their obedience to God did not free them from this.

1.
Can you think of two admonitions from previous lessons that would make this so? (I Pet. 2:13)  (I Pet. 2:15)

2.
What is the “fear” of verse 18?     (Eccl. 12:13)   (I Pet. 2:17)

3.       What distinction is made in the type of masters seen here?

4.
What does it mean to be “froward”?

5.       Why would Peter give such instructions about those who were crooked or unjust?

6.       How is it “acceptable” for one to endure grief at the hand of a froward master?

7.      What does the idea “for conscience toward God” mean to you?

The word “acceptable” is translated from the same word (“charis”) as “thank” in this passage (see Luke 6:32) and signifies not only thanks but also honor and praise.  The idea here is that which is witnessed by God.   Servants and slaves of the world resent and rebel at the surly disposition and abusive conduct of wicked masters.  Christians, on the other hand, who are in similar relationships, suffer uncomplainingly because of their consciousness of God’s presence.  It is important to understand that Peter is not saying that suffering in and of itself is occasion for God’s commendation.  It is only when it is from one’s determination to do what is right that it is “acceptable” in God’s sight.

8.      Why is there no glory in suffering for wrongful actions?

9.      What is the meaning of the word “buffeted”?

10.
If one does no wrong, yet suffers how is he to take it?                          Why?

11.
Can you give examples of early Christians who rejoiced after punishment without just cause?  (Acts 5:40-42)   (Acts 16:23-25)


In verse 21-25 Peter establishes the motive that should prompt one to such manner of life.  The word “hereunto” (eis touto) is literally “into this”, i.e., unto such a life as you are experiencing had you been called (by the gospel) to do good and suffer.  This is the state into which all saints are called.  (Acts 14:22)  (II Tim 3:12)
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12.
 According to Peter, why is this so?

13.
What did Christ leave for us in the life, which, He lived?  
 Why did He do so?


The word translated “example” is from “hypogrammon” and is only used in this one place in the New Testament. To fully understand the impact of Peter’s admonition about this example, one must understand the true meaning of this word. See if you can find, in your own study, the relevance of this word “example” as Peter uses it here.

14.
What was the nature of Christ as described in verse 22-23?

15.
What does it mean to be “without guile”?   (I Peter 2:1)

16.
Of whom did Jesus speak thus?

17. What does it mean to be reviled?

18. How did Jesus answer the reviling and suffering he received?

Much of the discussion of Peter herein focuses around the time just prior to (in the garden) and through His death.   He was betrayed, taken, accused of being sadistic, of being a deceiver, in a league with Beelzebub, the “prince of devils”  (Matt. 12:24; Luke 11:15) condemned as a blasphemer of God.   This was done by the most influential of the land, in a most public manner, with the most cutting and severe sarcasm, to influence those who were trying Him and to put Him to death.  In all of this suffering he threatened not.  He did not call the legions of angels; he did not refute the charges, He said nothing.  It is the very essence of Isa. 53:7 and is seen in his trial before Pilot (Matt. 27: 12-14) when he said nothing. His only words were to address the question, “Art though the king of the Jews?” with “thou sayest”. (Matt. 27: 11)

19. To whom did Jesus commit himself and why”

20. Where do we have record of Him doing so?  (Lk. 25:26)

21. What does Peter say that Jesus accomplished in all of this?

He died not only on our behalf but also in our stead.  The pronoun is emphatic - - He, He alone bore our sins.  

Read Isa. 53:11-12 for a complete understanding of what Peter is saying to us.

22. How and where did He bear our sins?

23. Why was it necessary?

24. By what then are we healed?

25. How were they described before Christ died?

26. To whom were they returned?

   Lesson 8


Duties of Wives and Husbands 

        I Peter 3: 1-12

   
Along with the consideration of Christian duties (whether bond or free) to kings, governments 

or masters, Peter continues his admonition to yet another segment of their society namely wives to husbands. Although this sounds very similar to Paul’s words in Eph. 5, the nature of the two are quite different. 

 The lot of women, in non-Greek countries particularly before the influence of the gospel, was deplorable to say the least.  Aristotle wrote that among the barbarians (non-Greek) women and slaves held the same rank.  As the influence of Christianity began to be felt, these ideas were destined to fail.  Slavery would perish and women would achieve their rightful place in society.  That time, however, would be slow in coming, and until it did, Christian women were to conduct themselves according to God’s will in relation to their status in society.

1. Why do you think Peter began with “in like manner”?

2. To whom are wives to be in subjection?

3. Why would Peter have to remind them of this?  (see opening comments on Lesson #7)

4. What was to be gained by this behavior?

5. What is “the word” of vs. 1?

6. If “the word” is the gospel and the gospel is what saves us, how can one be gained “without the word”?

It should be noted that the Greek article “the” does not appear in the original text.  Thus, a correct and proper connotation can be put on the statement of Peter in this passage.

The word “beholding” also appears in I Pet. 2:12 and suggests the scrutiny of an eyewitness.  It implies information from close and minute observation.  In other words, unbelieving husbands would be able to learn from an evaluation of their wife’s “chaste behavior” the values of Christianity in the life of an individual.

7. What is “chaste behavior”?

8. With what is it to be coupled?

9. To whom is this fear to be directed?  (Eph. 5:33)

10. What is the contrast Peter makes in verses 3 and 4?  (I. Tim. 2:9)

11. Why do you think Peter would make such a contrast?
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12. What is the “hidden man” of the heart?  (Rom. 7:22; Col. 3:10)

13. What is the “incorruptible “ apparel?

14. Why is it incorruptible?   (II Cor. 4:16)

15. How does God view this kind of behavior?  (Jn. 6:27)

The idea of the “meek and quiet spirit” being of great price in God’s sight is the same idea expressed by Mark in Mk. 14:3 of the crase of ointment (“pure nard, very costly”) which Mary poured over the Lord before His crucifixion.  Not only was it of great value in and of itself, but of great value in the way it was used.  And it is in this way that the Christian wife’s behavior is of great value to God.

16. Do you think this passage forbids women to fix their hair or wear jewelry?

Why?

17. What example does Peter give as a pattern for Christian women?

18. What produced such behavior in women of old?

19. Who specifically does Peter use, as an example?

20. What was the occasion in Sarah’s life, used by Peter?  (Gen. 18:12)

21. What is the meaning of the phrase “whose children you now are”?

22. How was this relationship to Sarah obtained?

23. What other condition is made?

The “terror” mentioned is not the same fear talked about in verse 2, but the shrinking, shuddering fear of one in the grip of extreme trepidation.  Peter is guarding them from running from one extreme to another.  Unbelieving husbands would often lay heavy burdens and much abuse upon them.  If they expressed terror as if constantly expecting curses and blows, they might bring about the very thing they wanted to avoid.  Thus Peter instructs them to go about their daily lives calm and unruffled in spirit, whatever the attitude of their husband might be.
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Lesson 9

Duties of Husbands and Christians to Each Other

I Peter 3:7-12

Peter’s word to Christian slaves and Christian wives with unbelieving husbands is closely 

connected to I Pet 2: 11-17.  The apostle having admonished godly conduct before the world as the most effective answer to the slander of evil men, i.e., discharging worthily and properly the 

duties of the relationship in which they lived.

Peter is showing the duties of submission and the obligation to recognize and accept subordinate characteristics of ones state in life.  Lest, however, the Christian husband get the idea that there are no mutual obligations for him, Peter writes these words.  It should be noted that the message to Christian wives was primarily to those with unbelieving husbands.  The idea here, however, is to Christian husbands with Christian wives.  Nonetheless, if a non-believing wife was the case, the admonition would be the same and valid.  Note the term “in like manner”.

1.
What does Peter mean by “dwell with your wife”?      (I Cor. 7:3-5)

2.
How is it to be done?  What does he mean?

3.
What is to be given to the woman?   (Eph. 5:25-27)   (I Pet. 1:19)

4.
How is it to be given?

5.
Why is it to be given?

6.
What will be the effect of such honor?


In his closing thoughts on Christian behavior, Peter addresses the “duties of Christians” to each other.  It is interesting to note that the duties listed here are translated from five Greek words found nowhere else in scripture.  This is a common practice of the apostle.  Perhaps it is to emphasize the importance of his teaching in a way that had not been over used by society.  These are fundamental Christian principles that must characterize all who would desire to follow the Lord.

7.
List the duties Peter enjoins in verse 8 and give a meaning for each.

1. ______________:

2. ______________:

3. ______________:

4. ______________:

5. ______________:

Lesson 9 cont.

8.
What does it mean to “render” to someone?   (Matt. 5:39)   (Rom. 12:17-18)

9.
Why are we not to retaliate for wrong done to us?


In the phrase “contrariwise blessing” the word blessing is not a noun, i.e., “a blessing”, but is 

present tense and implies an ongoing thing as Jesus taught in the “sermon on the mount”  (Matt. 

5:24) “Love your enemies and pray for them that persecute you.”   To support his argument for

refraining from wrong doing and evil speaking, Peter cites a statement from Psalms 34:12-16.   The implication of the word “refrain” (to cease) is that the tongue is a natural unruliness as described in James 3:8.

10.
From what are we to “refrain” the tongue?  (James 1:26)

11.
From what are we to turn away?  (James 1:26)

12.
What is to be gained by “refraining” the tongue?

13.
What are we to pursue?   (Rom. 12:18)

14.
How will all these things be ultimately handled?   (Rom. 12:19)

15.
What contrast does Peter make in vs. 12?


The point is that the Lord sees the works of both the good and the evil.  The difference is that his eyes are upon the righteousness with approval and His ears are tuned to their supplication 

(Jn. 9:31), but His face is upon the evil doer with extreme displeasure.  (Isa. 59:1-2)     “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination.   (Prov. 28:9)
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Lesson 10


When You are Persecuted


I Pet 3:13-22

In this section of the epistle Peter by way of negative questions assures them of no eternal harm if they be zealous for good.  This is based on the passage from Psalms, which he had just quoted to them.  “Since the Lord watches for the righteous and His ears are open to their prayers, who can harm them”?   This idea is not to imply that they would not endure suffering (even to death) at the hands of evil men, or that they would not succeed in such injury.  He teaches rather that with God watching over them that eventually all matters would work to their good.  (Rom. 8:28)     It is, much like, the warning issued by the Lord to the apostles in Matt. 10:28 when he said “fear not them that can kill the body but not the soul, rather fear Him who can kill both body and soul”.

1.       What would bring about this freedom from harm?

2.       What does it mean to be zealous for something?

3.
For what cause might they suffer?   (Matt. 10:17-22)

4.
How were they to regard such suffering when it comes?     Why?     (Matt. 5:10)

5.
What does Peter mean by “fear not their fear, neither be troubled”?
   (Isa. 8:12)

6.
What are we to do with Christ?   (Isa. 8:13)

7.
For what are we to be ready?

8.
To whom is it to be given?

9.
How is this reason to be given?


Along with an attitude of meekness and fear, they were to have a “good conscience” in the defense of their faith.

10.
Why do you think Peter would say this was necessary?

11.
What was it to accomplish?

12.
What is the contrast made in verse 17?

13.
Why would the first be better than the last?  (I Pet. 2:20)

14.
Do you think Peter is saying that it is God’s will His followers should suffer?     Why?


There is no doubt that the apostolic writers were filled with the knowledge of Christ.  It is significant that they did not write on any theme of redemption without being reminded of and mentioning the Savior.  Here, it is brought to mind the one that, above all, suffered wrongfully for others and is offered as an example for these saints who were innocent sufferers.  (I Pet. 2:21-25)    It is therefore a blessing because for one to suffer as Christ did (innocently) for righteousness sake, one can more easily identify with Christ.

15.
What was the nature of Christ’s suffering?

16.
What was its purpose?   (Rom. 5:1-2)  (Heb. 10:19)
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It is important to note that again there is no article (the) before righteous and unrighteous in the original text.  It means, a righteous person suffering for unrighteous persons, and a fact without which the blood of Jesus would have had no more effectiveness than any other man.  (Woods, Comm. on I Peter)

17.
In what sphere was Jesus “put to death” and “made alive”?

18. What does this idea mean to you?  (Rom. 6:4-5)

Verses 19 and 20 of I Peter 3 are the source of one of the greatest teachings of error in scripture, 

namely, that of purgatory and a second chance.  Through the following questions and comments, 

we will direct our thoughts to refuting this error and arriving at the truth of Peter’s words.  The 

statement “in which” refers to “the spirit” of verse 18.

19.
To whom did Christ preach “in the spirit”?

19. 20.
Who were these of whom Peter speaks?

21.
Why do you think he referred to them as spirits?

22.
Where were they at the time of Peter’s writing?  (II Pet. 2:4)  (Jude 6) 

Why were they imprisoned?

It should be noted that Peter does not declare that these who are the object of this preaching were in a disembodied state and in prison when the preaching was done.  It is their condition at the time of his writing.

23.
What was being shown to them during the preparing of the ark?

24. What four facts can be drawn from verse 19 about these people?

The premise for this error is that Christ in person (and not through the agency of Noah) during 

the time between His death and resurrection and while in the spirit realm (Hades), actually and

 literally preached to the spirits who lived while the ark was being constructed but who are dead 

and in the prison (Hades) at the time of preaching.

Some questions immediately come to mind and demand an answer.  (1) Why was His preaching limited only to those who lived while the ark was under construction.  (2) What was the nature of the message to those who died in disobedience?  It could not have been an offer of Salvation, nor to inform the faithful of his death.

Consider these things.    Peter declares that the Holy Spirit was preached through the prophets.  

(I Pet 1:11)   Noah was “a preacher of righteousness”.  (II Pet. 2:5)   Paul said of Jesus, “He came preaching peace to you who were afar off (gentiles) and those who were nigh (Jews).  (Eph. 2:17)     Jesus said He went only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel (Matt. 15:24) and instructed his apostles to go only unto them.  (Matt 10:6)     It was Paul who as an agent or instrument of Christ who preached to the gentiles.  Is it any less reasonable to say that Noah “a preacher of righteousness” was an instrument of Christ preached to those spoken of here? Rightly interpreted, this passage puts to rest the dogma of purgatory as utterly false. 
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25. Who were the eight souls saved?

26. Where were they saved?

27. What was the median of their salvation?   Why?

28. Can you give three parallels between the salvation of Noah and men today?   

Sense the salvation promised is not deliverance from earthly suffering and it is said to be “now,” the conclusion is unmistakable that the deliverance promised is salvation from past or alien sins. This is in harmony with Peter’s answer to a much earlier question, “what shell we do?” when he replied “repent ye and be baptized each one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of sins” (Acts 2: 37-38)

29. What is the meaning of “through water” in vs. 20?

30. How then is this a “true likeness” of salvation today?

31.
What is the source of “the power” of baptism to save?    (Rom. 8:34)

32.
How can this be so?  (Matt 28:18-19)
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Lesson 11



Faithfulness in Suffering



I Peter 4:1-19

To open chapter four with the phrase “Forasmuch then” Peter establishes a logical connection with the matters discussed before hand, namely Christ’s suffering mentioned in previous chapters. Speaking to saints who would soon pass through “fiery trials”, of persecution, he warns them to arm themselves for the on slaught.

1. Why were they going to undergo these sufferings?

2. What is the armor they were to put on?

3.
What are the results of suffering in the flesh? 
(see Rom. 6: 7)

4.
Does this apply to any and all suffering for anyone?

Why?

5.
What, then, would be the cause of suffering?

6. What does Peter mean by the phrase “in the flesh” in verse two?

7. What are the two choices we have for our lives while “in the flesh”?(Matt 6: 24) (I Jn. 2:15-16)

What Peter means by all of this is: “Arm yourselves with the mind of Christ in order that you may live no longer, in this life, to the lust of men but to the will of God. 
(I Thess. 4: 3-5)

8.
What does he mean by the phrase “for the time past may suffice”? 

(Rom 13: 11-12)

9.
Who is Peter addressing with this thought?

10. What were the things, in which they, as Gentiles, had walked?

11.
What was the result of having ceased from such things?
(two things)

12.
What will be the end of such evil speaking?

(Matt. 25: 31-46)

13.
Unto “What” end was the gospel preached to the dead?


It is essential to understand the timing of Peters statement in this verse to avoid the misconception, taught in error, about this difficult passage. It does not imply that someone preached the gospel to them after they were dead (Christ or anyone else) as is taught about 


I Peter 3: 19-20. The matter of timing is that they were dead at the time of Peters writing but alive when the gospel was preached to them. They had become Christians and the results was, that they had been judged evilly and had been spoken evil of, even to death, as it would be with some of those to whom he is now speaking. Nonetheless the Gospel had produced in them a “Christ like mind” causing them to cease from sin and live according to the will of God. God judged them therefore according to the spirit. 

Lesson 11  (Continued)






I Peter 4:1-19

Most readers of Peter’s letter have grossly misunderstood the statement in verse 7, “But the end of all things is at hand”.  To attribute this to the consummation of the world and the judgment day is to do a disservice to the writing of Peter and the encouragement to faithfulness he is giving to those to whom he is writing.  Saying that the time clock of God in the grand sweep of eternity (“a thousand years is as one day”) is involved here farther embellishes the disservice. It is a misapplication of this passage and, to say the least, weakens the words of Peter’s warning.  This passage is much like that of John the Baptist who preached that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  That is, that it is soon to be, is near, something that they would witness.  This text serves as a basis of what follows and must be looked at in man’s timeframe.

1. What “end” then is Peter talking about?

These words were penned on the eve of the destruction of the Jewish State.  Already terminated as a system of acceptable worship (by the death of Christ) (Matt. 27:51), its form and ceremonies lingered because of the efforts of unbelieving Jews.  Nonetheless, the temple, the Levitical system and the Jewish economy were to perish in the fearful destruction of Jerusalem.  When the persecution of the Jews began, there would be little distinction made between the Jews and Christians whose origin could be traced to the Jewish carpenter.  Peter is here telling his readers that this end would play a great role in their suffering, and so it was.

2. How were they to prepare themselves for this?

3.
What was the most important thing for them to do?   Why?   (John 13:35)

4.
What does it mean to be fervent?  (see lesson thoughts on I Pet. 1:22)

5.
What kind of love is Peter speaking of here?  (John 13:35)

6.
How can “Love cover a multitude of sin”?   (James 5:20)

7.
How can this be so?

The thoughts of Peter and that of James 5:20 are closely akin in what they are saying.  James points out that the love we have for our brethren prompts us to busy ourselves in their behalf in restoring them to the truth so that God will forgive them and thus cover their sins.  The word “love” that Peter uses is not “phileo”, i.e., affection, fondness, or friendship of congeniality, but rather “agapeo” love which has its origin in the preciousness of worth for the one loved because he is bought with the preciousness of the blood of Christ (I Peter 1:18-19), and to this Peter adds that it is to be shown fervently.

8.
What are we to show to one another?

9.
How is it to be shown?

10.
Why do you think Peter instructed this?  (II Cor. 9:7)

11.
How were they to use the gifts they had received?

12.
What were these gifts?  (I Cor. 12)

13.        How would they have received these gifts?  (Acts 8:16)
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14.
What two gifts are highlighted in verse 11?

15.
How are they to be used?

16.
What is the reason for all this?


From the statement of verse 12 it seems that the trials have beset them at this time.  Because of this Peter reverts to the subject on which he has dealt intermittently from the beginning of the epistle.

17. Why were they called “fiery trials”?

18. What purpose were they to serve?  (Rev. 3:18)

19. Why were they suffering so?

20. What is ”the revelation of His glory”?  (Luke 17:30)

21. What is the blessing in being reproached for the name of Christ?  (Matt 5:10-11)

22. What is the “Spirit of glory”?

23. If one is to suffer, how is it to be?

24. How should one act in suffering as a Christian?

25. For what should a Christian not suffer?

26.
What is the “Judgment” whose time had come?


This judgment which is soon to begin is going to start with the house of God, the church.  

 (I Tim 3:15)  It is not, as some believe, the day where all nations will be called into judgment.  That day is almost 2000 years, and counting, removed from Peter’s writing.  The statement “the end of them that obey not” denotes the doom awaiting those to whom Peter refers to, as having obeyed not the gospel, primarily the Jews (but not exclusively) who were going to be most affected by the destruction of Jerusalem.  (Rom. 11:12)   Verse 18 is a quote of a Greek translation of Prov. 11:31 and is cited to reinforce the teaching of verse 17.

27.
What is the salvation spoken of in verse 18?

To be sure, it is not the salvation of the soul for in this (those who do righteousness) “shall be richly supplied unto you the entrance into the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ”.  (II Pet. 1:10-11)     On the other hand the righteous are, said here, to be scarcely (with difficulty) saved.  In (Matt. 24:1-18) Jesus talks about the terrible destruction at the end of the Jewish state.  These words of Peter are very similar to the statement of Jesus in Matt. 24:22 “Except these days be shortened, no flesh would have been saved; but for the elect’s sake they shall be shortened.”

28.
To whom were the faithful to commit their souls?
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Duties of Elders




I Peter 5: 1-9


From the beginning of his epistle through chapter four, Peter has admonished his readers to continue in “well doing” and to prepare for the “impending judgment” which was to come upon them. In addressing the elders with the term “therefore” he directs their attention to their role of encouragement to the one and to assist them in preparing for the other. It is evident from this (and other) passages that the Apostolic church had a plurality of men, who by the guidelines of the inspired word, had the function of “feeding the flock of God” (acts 20: 28) and to “watch over their souls.” (Heb. 13: 17) There is NO mention, however, of various offices of hierarchy such as pope, archbishop, bishop, priest or the like. Their role and responsibility was limited to “the flock among you” i.e. those with whom they worshiped. Furthermore the only one to whom they were accountable was the “Chief Shepherd” Jesus Christ.

1. How does Peter identify himself with these elders?

2. How does he make his admonition to them?

3. What does it mean to exhort?

4. How does this differ from someone who would have supreme rule over the church?

5. What three considerations is the basis of Peter’s exhortation?

6. What is unique about his witness of the suffering of Christ?

7. Did this give him any special authority over the elders to whom he wrote?

Albert Barns has this to say about Peter’s role: 1 Peter 5: 1

[Who am also an elder] Greek: "a fellow-presbyter," sumpresbuteros. This word occurs nowhere else in the New Testament. It means that he was a co-presbyter with them; and he makes this one of the grounds of his exhortation to them. He does not put it on the ground of his apostolical authority; or urge it because he was the vicegerent of Christ; or because he was the head of the church; or because he had any pre-eminence over others in any way. Would he have used this language if he had been the " head of the church" on earth? Would he if he supposed that the distinction between apostles and other ministers was to be perpetuated? Would he if he believed that there were to be distinct orders of clergy? The whole drift of this passage is adverse to such a supposition. (Barnes’ Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

8. What charge of responsibility is given to the elders?

9,
To whom did they have this responsibility?

10.
What does this tell you about Peter? 

(i.e. where he was and what he was doing)
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11.       How are elders to exercise this oversight?

12.
What does it mean to do it “not of constraint”? 

13.
What does it mean to do it “willingly”?


While the general idea surrounding this passage is that oversight is not to be done as a “forced service” or as “a burdened sense of duty”, I think it goes beyond this. I believe that Peter is saying that anyone who accepts this grave responsibility must be willing to give up any and everything that would stand in the way of the task. Shepherds do not leave their flock unattended at anytime for any reason. The reason for this, Paul makes very clear in Acts 20: 29-30.


God ordained, for whatever reason that for the purpose of oversight of the local church there must be a plurality of shepherds watching over the flock and one elder, left in charge does not constitute an eldership. The conclusion, then, leaves it to say that if you are not willing to accept this charge don’t accept the job. There is no shame in not accepting the role but there are grave consequences in failing to carry out the task. (Heb. 13: 17)

14. What is “filthy lucre”?

15. What might this imply about elders in the early church?

16. What does it mean to “lord over” someone?

17. How can elders do this?

18. Who are the “charges allotted” to any group of elders?

The fact that the authority given elders can be and sometimes is abused or misused does not take away from the fact that they have a role in oversight. These included superintending, decision-making, and directing the spiritual affairs of the congregation committed to their care. Peter said, however, that it is to be done by being “ensamples” to the flock and not lording over them. For the congregation to refuse to recognize this oversight when properly exercised by duly qualified and appointed elders is to be in rebellion to God himself.

19.
What is an “ensample”? 
(see lesson notes on I Pet. 2: 21)

20. How does this differ from an example?

21. How does this differ from the “example” Christ left in I Peter 2: 21?

22. Who is the “Chief Shepherd”?
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23.
What does this say about the elders as shepherds?

In verse 5 Peter takes a turn in his admonition and addresses the “younger” with regard to the elder.  Both of these words are plural in their origin and the question arises as to whether or not he is directing the “subjection” of the younger to the appointed elders or to the elder (older men) of the congregation.  The term “likewise” means in like manner to what he had just said regarding the “elders” and since that submission is focused upon all in the congregation, it seems appropriate that this is directed at another relationship in the church.  (I Tim. 5:1)     There are many obvious reasons for this.  One may well be, in view of the impending “fiery trials” coming upon them, where experience would be a valuable asset to all.  Another is that although these elderly men may not, for some reason or another, be qualified to “serve” as an “elder” they have at least as much if not more knowledge and experience in the Lord’s word and work as those serving as elders.   The admonition here, as in I Tim 5:11, is much like that of Eph. 6:1 and Col. 3:20 and points to the fact that they should be heard, if for no other reason, because of the respect they are due for their perseverance in the service of the Lord.  Very few if any young people today (40 and under) know any of the hardships and anguish of those who strove to maintain the truth of God’s word in the face of liberalism.  The efforts of anyone in this category to show how smart they are by sharply refuting or appearing harsh toward the words of an elder brother is to say the least displeasing to God.  Peter reinforces this thought in the latter part of the verse with an appeal to humility on the part of all.

23. In what way are the younger to be subject to the elder?

24. With what are we to be clothed?

26.
For what purpose?
(John 13:10-17)

27.
How does God react to the proud?

28.
What does it mean to “give grace to the humble”? 
(Matt. 5: 3)

29. What becomes of the one who humbles himself before God?
(Matt. 23: 12)

30.
Why can we cast our anxiety upon God?   (Matt. 6:25-32)

31.
For what then should we be watchful?

32.
What is Satan’s purpose?

33.
How then can we withstand him?    (Matt. 6:33)

34. What proof do we have that this can be done?
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The source for this study is from the New Testament Commentaries based on the American Standard Version, I and II Peter by Guy N Woods. The narrative in these lessons, unless otherwise stated come from Mr. Woods’ commentaries.
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